Bacteraemia in the ED: Are We Meeting Targets?
An audit was performed in an Irish Emergency department (ED) to evaluate adherence to established antimicrobial guidelines and to determine the most common presentations of sepsis. Data on ED patients with clinically significant bacteraemia on blood cultures were recorded for three months . The antimicrobial given to the patient was compared to that which the hospital guidelines would recommend for the ED diagnosis. Eleven patients out of 53 had no antimicrobial guidelines for diagnosis. Of the 42/53 patients, non-adherence to antimicrobial guidelines by physicians was observed in 81% (n=34/42) patients and adherence was observed in 19% (n=8/42) patients. Escherichia coli 35.70% (n=18), was the most frequent organism isolated. Non-adherence to antimicrobial guidelines resulted in 68% (n=23/34) of organisms covered by the antibiotic. Adherence to antimicrobial guidelines resulted in 87% (n=7/8) of organisms covered by the antibiotic.